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Project Overview and Phases



Wakefield/MWRA Interconnection

 Taking water from Wakefield/MWRA require two parallel 

projects:

 Building the physical interconnection (“Phase 1”)

 Completing the interbasin transfer process (“Phase 2”) and joining the 

MWRA
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Two Questions:
1. What is an “interbasin transfer”? 

2. How does one become an MWRA community?



Process for Interbasin Transfer Act (ITA)

 Taking water from one basin 
to another

 Needs environmental review

 Massachusetts 
Environmental Protection 
Act “MEPA”

• Expanded Environmental 
Notification Form (EENF)

• Single Environmental Impact 
Report (SEIR)

 SEIR as Application for ITA

 Hearings

 Approval for ITA
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Chance for public comment!



Joining the MWRA

What is the process?
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LCWD will be 
taking water 
from MWRA 

which 
withdraws from 

a different 
water basin

Requires review 
under the 
Interbasin

Transfer Act 
(ITA), governed 

by Water 
Resources 

Commission 
(WRC) for 

applicability, 
insignificance 
and approval

Demonstrate 
acceptance of 
admission to 

MWRA by 
Board of 

Commissioners

Obtain approval 
of the 

Legislature and 
Governor

Submit 
application to 

the MWRA 
Advisory Board 

and Board of 
Directors 

community



Interconnection Detail



Wakefield/MWRA Interconnection - Location
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Market 

StreetJordan’s & 

Home Depot

Phase 1



Wakefield/MWRA Interconnection - Location
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Elks 

Lodge

Mazda 

Dealership

Phase 1



Wakefield/MWRA Interconnection - Location
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New LCWD 

Interconnection 

Vault and Piping

Wakefield 

Transmission 

Main

LCWD Transmission Main

Phase 1
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MWRA/Wakefield Interconnection Design

21-ft x 7.5-ft 

vault

Phase 1



MWRA/Wakefield Interconnection Design

 Excavation for the vault and trench for piping

 Short duration construction (2-3 months)

 Replacement of single tree to be removed

 Erosion and sediment controls
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Phase 1



MWRA/Wakefield Interconnection Design

 Minimal impact:

 Not an Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern, 

 No rare species, 

 No historical/archeological 
resources

 No Outstanding Water 
Resource within ½ mile

 No soils concern

 Not within a river corridor 
for Wild and Scenic Reiver
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Phase 1



MWRA/Wakefield Interconnection Design

 Minimize in-road construction (majority in the shoulder)

 After completion, only see pull-out for LCWD truck and 

pedestal cabinet

 Flow by gravity – no pumping/motors
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Phase 1



Schedule



Interconnection Schedule 

16

May 2023
90% Design 
Submittal

June 19, 2023 
MassDOT 
Submittal

June 27, 2023 
MassDEP 
Submittal

August-September 
2023 Bidding

October 2023 
Award and Begin 

Construction

Winter 2023-2024 
Interconnection 

Becomes Available for 
Emergency Purposes

Early 2025 
Interconnection 

Available for 
Permanent Use 



Review and Public Comment



Interconnection and Public Comment

 MEPA Process

 Publish projects in the Environmental Monitor

 30 days for public comment

 Then MEPA provides their comments/ruling
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Interconnection and Public Comment

 Interconnection Project and MEPA

 Two project phases:

 Phase 1 – construction of an interconnection to connect the LCWD 

system to the Town of Wakefield (for the purposes of taking MWRA water 

from the Wakefield system) and

 Phase 2 – request for interbasin transfer to complete of the MWRA 

admission process.

 Interconnection is critical to LCWD to provide redundant emergency 

water supply (which can be accomplished with Phase 1 alone).
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Interconnection and Public Comment

 Interconnection Project and MEPA (continued)

 Special Review Procedure requested along with information on Phase 1, 
currently in public comment period (closes July 23, 2023)

 Request is to have approval of the interconnection construction (Phase 
1) independent of the interbasin transfer of water (Phase 2).

 Phase 2 (ITA) information to be submitted the end of July for the August 
9, 2023 Environmental Monitor

 Communication with Environmental Justice Reference List -
two emails with project information sent to in project impact 
area (5-mile radius)
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Interconnection and Public Comment

 Website link for more information:

lcwd.us/capital-improvement-projects-

and-more/cip-status-and-updates/

 Questions or comments on the 

filing can be sent to 

mepa@mass.gov

 Q&A today – information will be 

provided to MEPA as part of the 

project documentation/review
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Q&A



Follow Up Actions



Next Steps

 CDM Smith to provide Q&A to MEPA 

from today’s meeting

 Encourage additional public comment

 Proceed with final design for 

interconnection
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